PTO – Meeting Minutes October 14, 2025

	In attendance 
	Kim Stobo, Mamoona Brace, Natasha Julian, Michelle Melvin, Katie Langille, Ashley Everett, Jennie Nilsson, Robyn Zwicker

	Absent
	Tanya Deveaux

	Welcome
	· Call to Order

	Principal’s Report
(M. Brace)
	· 2.5 learning centre teachers and 13 EPAs and needs continue to increase. SSP (Student Success Plan – math, literacy, well-being). Lots of growth in literacy. Focusing on reading behaviours rather than levels. Math focuses on fluency. Well-being focuses on five statements. (see notes from M. Brace). Assessments have been taking place the last few weeks. Schools and parents get the results from the tests. If a child has adaptations, this doesn’t mean a different curriculum. Just adaptations in place to help adjust. These are reviewed throughout the year and at the end of the year. 
· Holiday concert will take place during the day. Two daytime concerts, no evening concerts. December 16. Older kids often have conflicts in the evenings, evenings are hard for younger kids. One early in the morning (like 8:45) and one in the afternoon, 12:45. Evenings are really busy around the holiday. Contractually, it’s not part of curriculum and is not a staff obligations – it's not like parent teacher night. There will still be limits on how many people can come. There will still be some upset people. But we will give early notice. 
· Holiday shop will be December 12th. It’s better to do this the week before because there is already a lot of stuff happening the last week of school. We can have the gym for set-up in December 17th. Breakfast with santa on December 18th. 
· Fire marshall was in last week. Went well. 





	Faculty Liaison Report
(R. Zwicker & Michelle Melvin)
	· There are a lack of instruments for teaching harmony. Music teacher would like to order half a class of ukeleles. They are $40 each at Long and McQuade. Needs 14. Would be $648. Can use her $100 classroom money towards it. Used to borrow between schools but hard when something gets broken or lost. Also hard to transport that many as well. 
· Still have to do reconciliation. Currently have $6202 in the bank. Still several hundred to be reconciled. Maybe $1000-1200. 
· Staff really appreciate the $100. 
·  

	Treasurer’s Report
(A. Everett)
	· 

	Event & Fundraising Report
	· For Halloween Howl, need to send a handout home in backpacks re: classroom candy, volunteers, bakesale. We have 16 volunteers plus PTO. 
· By donation, people will come in through two entrances. 
· Do sensory room in French room or resource room. 
· Would like to rent the ice at Cole Harbour Place in January, need school to book with credit card. Need to find out the capacity limit of the ice, and if insurance is included. 
· Would like busses to attend curling trials. Teachers applied for tickets and got them. Need to have busses and Tenwold and Theunissen and can’t be on the same bus because kids can’t fit three to a seat. It’s at Scotiabank centre. Costs about $1500 for busses. Four busses. Some costs can be covered through schoold grants but need some money from PTO. Maybe 50%? PTO to discuss and let Ms. Brace know next week. 
· There’s a healthy living grant available but it can’t be used for things like Halloween Howl or Spring Fling. 
· Movie night in November. Is staff ok not getting the whatever license that’s expensive? Public venues can’t use personal lending licenses. They are really cracking down on copyright infringement. Fines about $10K. The license is used enough but it is expensive. Maybe it can be a 50% contribution if teachers decide we should get the license. Need to purchase a streaming license in any case. 

	Other 
Business
	· We should book things for Spring Fair
· Waiting on license for raffle box; There’s a fee. Last year it was $13-ish dollars. There needs to be three people to witness the rafflebox draw. 
· For bingo, keep prizes under $4000 so we don’t have to pay a fee.  

	Next Meeting Date
	New dates for PTO now. Every second Tuesday of the month. For November it will be November 18th. 




