Caldwell Road School

SAC Meeting Minutes
December 2, 2021
Attendance:  Donald Morrison, Lori Bartkiw, Dana Grant-Townsend, Jessica Quillan, Lisa Sawlor-Padfield, Martine LeBlanc

Regrets:  Christine Fong, Jeff Winship, Kim King
· Welcome Everyone - review of minutes from last meeting
Principal`s Report
· Update to school safety protocols Effective December 1
All staff at school sites have provided proof of vaccination.  Any volunteers or visitors to the building must show proof of vaccination at the door or will be denied entrance.
· P-2 Literacy Initiative – Progress Report
Teachers collected literacy reading data for grades P-2 in September.  At that time approximately 50% of students were meeting benchmark expectations.  Of the 15 students self identified as African Nova Scotian, 6 students were meeting and 9 were not meeting.  Two students self identified as Aboriginal were not meeting. Since then a number of supports have been put in place including: Literacy Coaching, Resource Support, Reading Recovery, Assistive technology such as Hearbuilder and Read/Write and support from our new Child and Youth Care Practitioner.  Teachers also continue to support and assess student reading as part of their daily practice.

Our most recent school data after report cards were completed shows that approximately 75% of P-2 students are now reading at benchmark.  Of the 15 ANS students, 9 are now meeting benchmark.  One aboriginal student has also met benchmark.   
· SAC Grant Funding Update and Proposals
Mr. Morrison received confirmation last week that we will be receiving SAC Grant funding this year of $5000 plus one dollar for every student enrolled at Caldwell.  
· Dana Grant – Virtual Guest Speakers and Culturally Relevant Opportunities for Students
· Dec. 2, 2021:  Lyndon Linklater knowledge keeper and storyteller - Office of the Treaty Commissioner (needs to be rescheduled)
· Who I’ve reached out to but haven’t confirmed:
· Sport Hall of Fame
· BAM - Brooklyn Academy of Music - dancing from Rwanda but open to suggestions
· Tribal Vision Dance - Visions of Turtle Island - Dancing
· Kung Jaadee - knowledge keeper and storyteller - Haida Stories
· Field Trips:
· Looking to book Black Cultural Centre for Feb. 1 for the 4-6
· Millbrook Cultural and Heritage Centre
· Museum of Natural History Virtual visit
· Jessica and I talked about the following:
· El Jones- poet/activist
· LaMeia Reddick- Surf school
· Dr. Mary McCarthy Brant- BLM activist/published author
· Mark Smith- baseball coach
· Justine Colley- basketball player
· Daneesha Provo- basketball player
· Lindel Smith – city councillor
· Suzy Hansen – Local MLA
· Netteal Battiste 
· Indigo Adopt a School Update
Our school received $5970 from the Adopt a School Program as well as a 30% discount for in-person or online purchases.  Ms. Khoury -Hanna has already purchased a large number of books with a focus on inclusion and cultural relevance.  There is approximately $1200 remaining in our account that will be used in the spring when a new inventory of books becomes available.
Date of next meeting – Wednesday January 26, 2022
